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		Valley Youth Newsletter July 2025




		Hello and welcome to another newsletter!

Term 3 is in full swing, and the early signs of spring are starting to emerge.
Valley Youth have been busy planning workshops and events for young people in Moonee Valley, and we’re excited to reveal the first of many exciting offerings for Youth Month in September: Wicked Scented Singalong! 
Our Avenue Productions Committee has been working with Scented Storytelling to deliver an immersive experience for young people in Moonee Valley. Keep reading to find out more!

-Valley Youth




		 




												Valley Youth events
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		Wicked Scented Singalong - for young people age 12-25
📍 Where: Palace Cinema, Moonee Ponds
📅 When: Saturday 13 September, 2pm-5pm
👥 Who: Ages 12–25 
💸 Cost: $10 (includes your movie ticket and a box full of multi-sensory items to experience throughout the film)

In anticipation of the release of Wicked For Good, step back into the magical world of Oz at our scented singalong screening of Wicked!
👃 Scented Storytelling brings Wicked to life like never before! Be immersed in a multi-sensory experience that will enchant your senses.
🎤 Sing along to all your favourite songs.
👑 Dress to impress with prizes for the most Oz-some costumes! Whether you're Glinda glam or Elphaba fierce, we want to see your magical style.

Visit Eventbrite to register




		 




		Valley Youth news




											[image: A group of people posing for a photo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

		Young People’s Committee at the Western Region Youth Forum

We’re incredibly proud of our Young People’s Committee for representing Moonee Valley at the 2025 Western Region Youth Forum, a powerful showcase of youth voices from across Melbourne’s west.
In front of mayors, CEOs, councillors, and directors from six councils, our young leaders spoke passionately about tackling youth loneliness and social isolation, and shared ideas for how we can build stronger, more connected communities for young people in Moonee Valley.

Find out about the Young People’s Committee on our website 
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		Battle of the Bands: Jamageddon
Congratulations to our Avenue Productions Committee for delivering their first Amplify event of 2025! The committee has worked so hard and shown incredible commitment over the last few months, always ensuring that creating meaningful opportunities for young performers was at the heart of their planning. 
We couldn’t be prouder of them!

Find out about Avenue Productions on our website 
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		Introducing: Wylak – Young and Thriving: A Moonee Valley Youth Resource 

Created by Moonee Valley’s Young People’s Committee (YPC), Wylak is an insightful, youth-led resource designed to help young people feel more confident, connected, and supported.
Packed with helpful tips, QR links, and local supports, it’s a guide to thriving as a young person in Moonee Valley.
We’re honoured that Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Elder Aunty Gail Smith gifted the name Wylak, meaning Youth.
👏 A huge congratulations to the YPC for creating something that’s youth-friendly, inclusive, and genuinely useful. Check it out online, or grab your copy around Moonee Valley!

View the Youth Resource on our website




		 


































												Otis the Wise 
We asked Otis the Wise to share some wisdom. This is what he had to say:
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		Join a Valley Youth program
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		🎨 Avenue Productions🎶
Calling creative young people! 

Do you love music or art? Want to meet like-minded friends and gain hands-on experience in the creative industries?

Join Avenue Productions!

✨ Why should you join?
1. Connect with other creative young people who share your passions.
1. Build your resume with real-world experience in event management, production, and design.
1. Plan creative events for the community!
1. Enjoy free training and develop skills in the areas you love.

👉 Sign up to Avenue Productions
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		🌈 Rainbow Valley✨ 
Celebrating pride! 

Do you want to connect with LGBTIQA+ young people in Moonee Valley? Are you looking to make friends, work on projects and have FUN?

Join Rainbow Valley!

✨ Why should you join?
Connect with other LGBTIQA+ young people who share your passions.
1. Try new activities, learn new skills and have heaps of fun doing it!
1. Be part of a group that celebrates self-expression and individuality 🌈

👉 Sign up to Rainbow Valley 
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		✨Young People’s Committee📢
Use your voice! 

Want to be involved in projects for young people in your area? Do you have ideas about how to improve Moonee Valley as a home for young people?

Join the Young People’s Committee!

✨ Why should you join?
1. Develop their leadership skills and support youth-led initiatives
1. Shape Council policies and projects by providing valuable youth perspectives
1. Gain experience and training for your resume
1. Improve Moonee Valley as a place for young people to live and thrive.

👉Sign up to Young Peoples Committee 
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		🌻Grassroots🌱 
Lead the way on climate action! 

Are you keen to take action on our changing climate?  The Grassroots Program is your chance to make a real impact!

Join Grassroots! 

✨ Why should you join?
1. Lead sustainable change in your communities
1. Come along to excursions and meet experts working in the environmental space 
1. Meet likeminded young people who share your passion

👉 Sign up to Grassroots 


































		 




		Opportunities for young people




												Right Here, Right Now: National Survey of Young People

Orygen and The University of Melbourne are working together to understand the things that affect mental health, like what makes it worse or better, in young people (aged12-25). This survey will help Orygen figure out how to help young people more effectively.
📅 Date: Ongoing
📍 Location: Online
😀 Who:  Ages 12-25
💸 Paid: $20 voucher

Visit the survey website to find out more!




		 




		Step Up! - Applications open
Are you ready to take action for justice? Step Up! is for young people who are ready to step into their power, learn campaigning skills, and build strong communities, and it’s coming to Naarm in August!

Applications are open to young people aged 16–30 who live in Victoria. No experience needed, we’ll provide that!

📅 Date: Apply ASAP
📍 Location: Online & Brunswick
😀 Who:  Ages 16-30

Visit the website to find out more!






			Supporting young people to understand affirmative consent program

The Man Cave are looking for 20 teens to ask our resident consent expert Dr. Mardi Wilson anything they want to know about consent, sex and relationships for a content piece called 20 teens vs. 1 Consent Doctor
📅 Date: Sat August 9, 1pm-5pm
📍 Location: 20 Ovens Street, Brunswick
😀 Who:  Ages 13-19 (any gender)
💸 Paid: $100 gift card

Find out more on the registration page




		 




		Social access and inclusion for people with a disability in leisure
The purpose of this study is to gather information to describe the current social inclusion experiences, patterns, and opportunities in leisure for young people with different types of disability, including physical, cognitive, sensory, neurodevelopmental and psychosocial. The research forms a component of Hannah Simmond’s Doctor of Philosophy program.
📅 Date: Ongoing
😀 Who:  Ages 18-35 

Find out more on the webpage


































		 




												Applications open - Youth Representative to the UN 

The selection process for the 2026 Youth Representative to the UN is now open until August 13th. 
This is a unique volunteer role that is annually appointed by UN Youth Australia in partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Since 1999, the Youth Representative has been tasked with representing the views of young Australians both domestically and abroad.

Visit the UN Youth website to find out more information and apply  


































		 




		What’s on  
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		Open Nights at Kangan Institute
Join Kangan Institute to explore our facilities and learn about our exciting courses in:
1. Trades & Industrial
1. Automotive
1. Foundation & Pathways
1. Health & Community
1. Hair, Barbering, Beauty & Fashion
1. Business, Accounting, Cyber Security & IT
1. Hospitality, Cookery & Baking
1. Animals, Plants & Sciences

Dates:
1. Docklands: Thursday 7 August, 
4.30-6.30pm
1. Essendon: Wednesday 27 August, 
3-6pm
1. Cremorne: Thursday 28 August, 3-6pm
1. Broadmeadows: Thursday 
4 September, 3-6.30pm

Register for an open night on the Kangan website
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		Free webinars from ACD

📆 Date: Throughout August
📍 Location: Online
This August, ACD is running a series of webinars titled: 'A Good Life' which aim to provide information for families to support their young person and plan for life afterschool.

Visit Humanitix to register
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		Montgomery Park landscape concept design 
Council is upgrading the landscape of Montgomery Park, Essendon and we want to know your thoughts!

Find out more and have your say about the draft concept design.
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		The Waiting Room by Born in a Taxi
📅 Date: Friday August 1 - Sunday August 3
📍 Location: Avondale Heights Library & Learning Centre
😀 Who: All ages
💲 Cost: From $17.19 
Empowering and unrepeatable, each show is driven by a soundscape created live each night—no two shows are the same. The stakes keep getting higher, building to an unexpected dramatic climax.

Visit Eventbrite to buy tickets
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		Replenished for Care - Wellbeing program for carers
📅 Date: Wednesdays  from August 13
🕙 Time: 10am – 12pm
📍 Location: The Sacred Nest, Ascot Vale
💲 Cost: $80

Are you caring for someone at home with additional needs? Tired, stressed and burnt out?
Replenished for Care is a 6-week program that aims to skill carers like you with knowledge and practices that will restore energy, vitality and resilience - helping you to keep on caring. 

Enquiries: cynthia@thesacrednest.com.au
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		Have your say on Council’s Strategic Plans and how they shape the future of Moonee Valley

MV2040 is our community’s long-term vision for Moonee Valley through to 2040. First developed in 2018, it guides Council’s work to help create the future our community wants.

We’ve updated MV2040 and prepared a suite of new Strategic Plans and now, we’d love to hear from you. From Friday, 25 July through to Friday, 29 August, visit our website to review and share your feedback on the updated draft MV2040 Strategy, draft Council Plan, draft Annual Plan, draft Financial Plan and draft Asset Plan. 

Have your say on Council’s strategic plans now


































		 




		If you need support…




		1. Kids Help Line: 1800 55 1800 or www.kidshelpline.com.au
1. Lifeline: 13 11 14 or www.lifeline.org.au
1. Headspace: 1800 650 890 or www.headspace.org.au
1. QLife: Phone: 1800 184 527 or Chat (3pm–midnight AEST)
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Valley Youth respectfully acknowledges the traditional custodians of this land - the Wurundjeri Woi-Wurrung people of the Kulin Nation, their spirits, ancestors, elders and community members past, present and future generations.
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